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INTERVIEW WITH Kirstof Bilsen 
Director of “ELEPHANT’S DREAM”

Why did you decide to work on ELEPHANT’S DREAM?

Each completedfilm ideally leads onto a newone: in my case this means 
thatafter I was making films about my own family and roots (Parallel 
Lives, about the loss of one of my siblingsand The Perfect Belgian, 
about my vague Belgian national identity)I was eventually brought 
to another uncomfortable aspect of my identity, namely the Belgian 
colonial legacy. However, as soon I started researching on the spot 
in Kinshasa, in DR Congo in 2010, I figured ELEPHANT’S DREAMshould 
merely focus on what is at stake in present-day DRC: unpaid wages, 
the lack of means and the incredible resilience of the characters to 
keep their dignity within these three crumbling state institutions.To be 
fair, it is a film that not only takes you into worldstrangely familiar to all of 
us, yet actually is more and more a mirror to our own societies. It invites 
you to question as to where we are going witha society that prefers to 
privatize by puttingall civilresponsibilities down to the individual, rather 
then (re)building a society that is able to share and support.

Which of your movies won great critical acclaims and awards?

Most of them did in several ways. However, it’s not always a matter of 
winning awards, I believe. The most important has been to share these 
stories with a myriad of audiences from different backgrounds and 
countries. My work has travelled quite a bit the past few years and the 
different responses are always a surprise and enriching as they keep 
me inspired for where to go next.

Is there a growing interest on documentaries and if so why?

I do believe there is a growing curiosity in all of us and the 
democratization of the craft of documentary filmmaking (cheaper 
cameras e.g.) allows for more films to be made and stories to be told.
However, as people are less and less inclined to watch what is on the 
classical schedules (TV), as a filmmaker you have to put much more 
workinto outreach and distribution to reach your audiences worldwide. 
The competition is quite high and a films’ life is much more susceptible 
to market laws. On a positive note, there is less discrimination in the 
kind of documentaries and stories that are distributed. These days, the 
variety of films is as big as our audiences, which is great.

What would you like to do next?

I am working on new projects, from which one is very dear to my heart 
and located in Belgium and the other is in India. Both of them will 
surely be challenging (the first one is pretty personal and the second 
one is meant to be a hybrid docu-animation film). Unfortunately I’m 
not (yet) in the position to share the stories - it’s a bit too early in the 
process. Most of the films are like sudden visitors anyways. That’s why I 
tend to keep several projects on the back burner. One may succeed 
and another one may die silently.

If someone hasn’t done a documentary, what advice would you give 
him/her?

Above all, be persistent and curious. If you are too polite, too shy and 
too self-aware, you might find yourself trapped whilst trying to make 
things work. So be open to the process of making films.It’s a bumpy 
road and hardly ever a walk in the park.

When you say: ‘this issue is interesting’ it doesn’t necessarily qualify 
you to make that film. You have to be ready for it to consume at 
least two or three years of your life.Hence, youwant it to be something 
really close to your heart. 

Kirstof Bilsen 
Director of “ELEPHANT’S DREAM”



FRIDAY 
JUNE 12

SATURDAY 
JUNE 13

TIME NATIONAL MUSEUM

17:45 – 18:45 WELCOMING REMARKS: Marianne Coillot, AIFF Festival Coordinator
INTRODUCTION: Kebour Ghenna, Executive Director, Initiative Africa (Host of the AIFF)

18:15 – 18:30
OPENING REMARKS: 

• H.E. G/Tsadik Hagos, Head Bureau of Culture and Tourism, Addis Ababa City Council
• H.E. Amin Abdulkadir, Minister of Culture Tourism, FDRE

18:30 - 19:30 SHOULDER DANCING   (53’)
Must Watch Documentary about the collision of culture.

    19:30-20:00 COCKTAIL

TIME HAGER FIKIR TIME ALLIANCE ETHIO - FRANÇAISE 

11:00 – 12:45 VIRUNGA (104’)
Award(s): Feature Documentary   at 
DOXA Documentary Festival in Vancouver, 
Canada;   of      International Emerging Film 
Director  at Hot Docs in Toronto; Golden 
Rock Documentary   at Little Rock Film 
Festival. (2014)

11:00 – 12:30 SEPIDEH- REACHING FOR THE STAR (90’)
Nominee: International Documentary Film Festival 
Amsterdam (2013)   for Best Feature-Length         
Documentary, Sundance Film Festival World Cinema 
Grand Jury Prize (2014) : Documentary 

14:00 – 15:00 FRAMING THE OTHER (25’) 
Award(s): Audience Award at Scenecs 
International Debut Film Festival 
Q&A with Film Director Ilja Kok(20’)

16:30 – 18:40 DEMOCRATS (100’)
Award(s): CPH: DOX   Honorable mention, Reel Talent   
and nominated for CPH: DOX  . Goteborg    Film 
Festival Dragon   nominee. Robert Festival Nominee 
for Best feature-length Documentary. San Francisco 
International Film Festival Golden Gate   nominee, 
Tribeca Film Festival Best Documentary Feature.

15:35 – 16:00 KAMCHATKA (45’)
Award(s): IDFA  for the Best Mid-Length 
Documentary
Q&A with Film Director Julia Mironova 
(20’)

19:10 – 21:10 THE MAN WHO MENDS WOMEN- THE WRATH OF 
HIPPOCRATES (113’)
Portriat of the impressive life and works of 
internationaly renowned gynaecologist Denis 
Mukwege from Congo
Award(s): Best Film, Full Frame USA
 
Q&A with Film Director Thierry Michel (20’)

17:00 - 18:15 DRONE (73’)
Award(s): Most valuable Documentary, 
Cinema for Peace (2015) 

OPENING



INTERVIEW WITH Judy Rymer 
Director of “I WILL NOT BE SILENCED”

Why did you decide to work on I WILL NOT BE SILENCED?

I met Charlotte Campbell Stephen in Sydney and she told me her 
story. She had just decided she was going to take her case to court.

At that time I could not see how we, an Australian company, based 
in Sydney,  could follow her case in Nairobi but we stayed in touch. 
After four years of struggling in court, she put out a press release which 
came to me. I was very moved by her story and my co producer, Lois 
Harris, and I decided we would just have to find a way!! This was a story 
of great struggle. We were very moved by the women in the Kibera 
Slum. Charlotte was fighting for them along with her own struggle for 
justice and we decided it was a story that had to be told.

Which of your movies won great critical acclaims and awards?

I have been making films for 35 years. I have been lucky enough to 
have won several international awards for my films. To name a few  
“Cinema of Unease” for the Century of Cinema series for the British 
Film Institute taken into Un Certain Regard in Cannes; “All Points of the 
Compass” nomination for the AFI Awards in Australia; “Victory Over 
Death” Gold Plaque in Chicago International Film Festival; “Message 
from Moree” and “Risking Our Kids” have had Parliamentary screenings 
in the Australian Parliament. “I Will Not Be Silenced” Special Mention 
from the Grand Jury – One World Human Rights Documentary Film 
Festival, Prague.

Is there a growing interest on documentaries and if so why?

I think there is a growing interest in documentaries about human 
rights and political and social concerns as television becomes more 
entertainment based. I think the international festival circuits are 
growing in influence and audiences as people interested in these 
matters globally are not finding access to these concerns in broadcast 
television.

What would you like to do next?

I am currently making a two part series about how difficult it is to 
commercialise a scientific discovery in the medical sector. We have 
been following a story since first in human trials. It is a dramatic roller 
coaster.

If someone hasn’t done a documentary, what advice would you give 
him/her?

When you make your first documentary it is very important that you 
are passionate about the story you want to tell. I find a lot of young 
film makers come to me with ambitions to direct and no story to tell. 
Making your first film is always very hard. If you are passionate about 
it, you can weather many storms.

Judy Rymer 
Director of “I WILL NOT BE 
SILENCED”



SUNDAY 
JUNE 14

TIME HAGER FIKIR TIME BRITISH COUNCIL TIME ALLIANCE ETHIO - FRANÇAISE 

11:00 – 
13:00

I WILL NOT BE 
SILENCED (84’)
Atom Awards Finalists
Q&A with Film Director 
Judy Ryhmer(20’)

16:30 – 
18:00

GOOD NIGHT SARAJEVO 
(63’)

Q&A with Film Director  
Edu Marin (20’)

11 :00 – 
13 :00  

EVAPORATING BORDERS (72’) 
TRT Documentary– WINNER 2nd Best 
International Documentary HotDocs 
Toronto – North-American premiere in 
World Showcase Docs Against Gravity 
Poland – WINNER Magic Hour DOK.fest 
Munich – DOK Horizonte Competition / 
Shortlisted Audience Award Freiburger 
Film forum Cévennes Film Forum 
DocPoint Helsinki – WINNER from 
You to YLE Award DOCPOINT Helsinki 
IDFA (International Documentary Film 
Festival Amsterdam): Panorama section 
DOK Leipzig International: Young 
Cinema Competition

16:30 – 
17:30

35 COWS AND A 
KALASHNIKOV (58’)
Award(s): IDFA 
Competition for Feature-
Length Documentary
DOK.FEST Munich Film 
Festival, Official Selection

18:30 – 
20:05

ELEPHANT’S DREAM (72’)

TRT Documentary  s 
– WINNER 2nd Best 
International Documentary 
HotDocs Toronto – North-
American premiere in World 
Showcase Docs Against 
Gravity Poland – WINNER 
Magic Hour   DOK.fest Munich 
– DOK Horizonte Competition 
/ WINNER from You to YLE   
DOCPOINT Helsinki IDFA 
(International Documentary 
Film Festival Amsterdam): 
Panorama section DOK 
Leipzig International: Young 
Cinema Competition

Q&A with Film Director  
Kristoff Bilsen (20’)

14:00 - 
15:00

FOOTBALL IN THE VALLEY (25’)
A must see documentary on how True 
coexistence is achieved every day 
through the passion for “the beautiful” 
game.
Q&A with Film Director  Roy 
Krispel(20’)

18:00 – 
20:00

CITIZEN FOUR (114’)
Award(s): Winner Best 
Feature Documentary 
- Academy  s 2015 
Gotham Independent 
Film   2014         New 
York Film Critics Circle   
2014 London Film Critics 
Circle   2014 International 
Documentary Association   
2014 ‘Leipziger Ring’ Film 
Prize 2014 Los Angeles 
Film Critics Association   
2014

16:30 – 
18:35

LA COUR DE BABEL (94’)
Award(s): Best Documentary Film, 
Césars  Awards(2015) 
Sheffield Youth Jury Award, Sheffield  
International Documentary Film 
Festival(2014)

19:00 – 
20:00

WARRIORS FROM THE NORTH (59’) 
 
Award(s): Student Jury, One World IF
Best Mid-Length Documentary, Hot 
Docs



INTERVIEW WITH Iva Radivojevic 
Director of “EVAPORATING BORDERS”

Why did you decide to work on EVAPORATING BORDERS?

Although I am not a refugee, I have been an immigrant since the 
age of 12 when my country Yugoslavia ceased to exist. Migration, 
immigrants, tolerance and belonging are themes I often visit in my 
films.

Cyprus is one of the places where I grew up and I ofter return to visit 
my mother and sister who still live there. Over the years I noticed a shift 
in the kind of migrants that were coming to the island, resulting from 
the unrest in the Middle East.

With this shift also came a new xenophobic attitude towards the new 
comers and an increase in racism and intolerance. It was extremely 
troubling and something that needed to be talked about. 

Which of your movies won great critical acclaims and awards? 

Evaporating Borders

Is there a growing interest on documentaries and if so why?

There has definitely been a huge upsurge in the interest in documentary 
film.

This could be partly due to the fact that there is a new awareness 
about how expansive the documentary form really is.

We use to think of documentary as a historical (and sometimes boring) 
one hour TV special but it’s much more than that.

And also with the equipment needed to make a film becoming lighter 
and cheaper, the production is much more accessible. 

What would you like to do next? I’m working on two films one documentary 
called “Aleph” and one fiction film called “Tav”.

Both films are inspired by the writing of Jorge Luis Borges and are 
connected to each other.

If someone hasn’t done a documentary, what advice would you give 
him/her?

Just go out and make something, anything, even if it’s your next door 
neighbor, or your grandmother.

Borrow a camera, do it on your phone.

It doesn’t matter how long or short or crappy it is.

Keep making. 

The more you make, the better you get, and one day you wake up 
and you are that what you were wishing to be.

Iva Radivojevic 
Director of “EVAPORATING 
BORDERS”



MONDAY 
JUNE 15

TUESDAY 
JUNE 16

CLOSING

TIME HAGER FIKIR TIME BRITISH COUNCIL TIME ALLIANCE ETHIO - FRANÇAISE 

16:30 – 
17:30

BLACK ICE (53’)
Nominated forIrish Film 
and Television Award 
2014

16:30 – 
18:00

SHEILD AND SPEAR (89’)

Award(s): Best Documentary, 
Oslo Films from the South 
Festival 2014

16:30 – 
18:30 

THOSE WHO SAID NO (90’)

Award(s): Camera Justitia Award
Q&A with Film Director Nima 
Saverstani (20’)

18:00 – 
19:40

UYUHURS PRISONERS 
OF THE ABSURD (98’)
Award(s)  
Irish Film and Television 
Awards 2014

18:30 – 
20:30 

AT 60 KM/H (100’)

Award(s): EDN Awards

Q&A with the music 
composer,  Joaquin 
Gonzalez (20’)

19:00 – 
20:15

THE WANTED 18 (70’)

Award(s): Best Documentary From The 
Arab World, Abu Dhabi (2014)
Best Documentary Carthage Film 
Festival (2014)

TIME ALLIANCE ETHIO - FRANÇAISE

17:00 – 18:30
ASNI (80’)

Must watch documentary about the life of legendary Azmari” Asnaketch 
Worku

19:00 – 19:30  Music and Cocktail
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